Even Torre
asks Valley

man for advice

on rulebook

ANSONIA

t is July 31, 2005. Rich Marazzi is sitting

in the living room of his Ansonia home

watching the Los Angeles Angels of

Anahetm play the New York Yankees. It
is the eighth inning. The phone rings. It is
Yarkees peneral manager Brian Cadunan
Cashman says that Joe Torre has a question.

Cashman patches the call into the Yankees

dugout. Yankees trainer Gene Monahan
answers the phone. Marazz tells Monahan,
*Tell Torre he can bring Mariano Rivera into
the game to start the ninth innéng.”

Why is the manager
of the New York
Yankees placing a
person-to-person
phone call in the mad-
dle of a baseball
game to guy in
Ansonia? Because no
one, not the players,
not the manager, not
even the general man-

ager, truly under-
stands the confusing
little book of no more
than 100 pages called
" =5 of
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d‘"_“ seminars for balls, then a ranner
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Page 10C before Rivera could
be brought into the
game.
Nope, you can bring in Rivera right now,
Marazzi said, per rule 3.05 (b) of the rule

book. Torre said thanks. The Yankees tie the
game in the ninth and win in 11. Rivera gets
the victory. Marazzi's contribution ksn't noted
in the sports pages, but the Ansonia man
played a key role in a Yankees victory,

Fast forward to Sept. 14. Boston's Tony
Graffanino hits a two run homer against the
Toronto Blue Jays. The ranner in front of him,
Gabe Kapler, collapses from an Achilles’ ten-
don injury. Graffanino stops in his tracks,
aware of a little known rale that says an
injured plaver is allowet] a replacement run-
ner. Graffanino holds his place while the
injured player is treated. Both runs score
after Kapler is replaced by Alejandro
Machado. The Sox win the game, 53, because
Graffanino knew male number 5.10 (¢) (1).

This time, Marazzi makes the papers. He
should. He conducted a two-day rule book
seminar for the Red Sox during spring train-
ing. Even though Graffanino wasnt a membr
of the team at the time, Marazzi's materials
and lessons, which he calls Rule Ball, a
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RULES: Even managers need help

164-page book and three Cls
stayed behind for team officials to
use all season. Chalk up another win
for Maraz during a pennant race

So who is this baseball nules con
sultant 1o the stars? The 61 year-old
Marazzi. Ansonda bom and bred and
a retired teacher at Emmett O'Brien
Tech, is the first of his kind in base-
ball history: a rules expert who coun-
sels Major League teams on how a

better understanding of the rale book

translates into victones.,

*{Boston Red Sox general manag.
er) Theo Epstein said that today’s
professional player knows only 21
percent of the nule book,” Maragzi
sadd last woekl In his Ansonia hosne
“He's nght. | don't think most major
leaguers have ever read the rule
book. It might be the most important
document in America next to the Bill
of Rights.”

Mararr doesn't blame anyone for
not leafing through the rale book. It
is *confusing and ambiguous,” he
subd “Tt hasn't been updated since
1650. Players are trained from the
neck down. Managers lmow more
about the strategies and the inner
workings of the game than [ will ever
know, bt they don't know the rules.”

For example: When a batter
becomes a runner and touches all
bases legally he shall score one mun
for his team. A run legally scored
cannot be nullified by subsequent
action of the runner, such as but not
limited to an effort to return to third
base in the belief that he had left the
base before a caught Iy ball,

That's rube 5.06. No one will blame
you if you never proceed to rule 5.07,
Marazrzi's baseball kmowledge is
built upon 23 years as an umpire and
a lifetime of research into baseball’s
quirky codes. He compiled stories of
rare rulings from back issues of “The

Sporting News”™ and he matched
them to rule book interpretations
Long before it ever occurred to
Marazzi to market this information,
he had created a voluminous collec-
tion of nales and their applications to
real baseball situations.

That led to the publication of his
first book in 1980, “The Rules and
Lore in Baseball”. In 1988 he began
writing a monthly column in
“Baseball Digest™ on the nile book
He picked up press credentials to
Yankees games because of radio
work, and that's when he first met
Cashman and discovered that the
Yankees GM was a bong time fan of
Marazzi's “Baseball Digest” column

But there were two plays that cata-
pulted Marazzi from armchadr expen
to a nules consultant for the Red Sox,
Yankees, Astros and Diamondbacks,
and note that three of his four teams
were in the postseason.

First, during a regular season
game, Yankees third baseman
Enrique Wilson made a sensational
catch of a foul pop. He snared the
ball on the field but his lunge carmied
him into the seats, All ranners were
allowed to advance one base because

Ansonia's Rich Marazzi, left, with former Arizona Diamondbacks gener-
al manager Joe Garagiola Jr. during a seminar Marazzi gave with the
team during spring training.
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Wikson took the ball out of play.
Marazzi asked Torre if Wilson knew
that rale. Torre sabd he didn't think
50. Marazzi wondered: Shouldn’t he?
What if a game-winning run had
scored?

Next case: 2003 postseason,
Athletics-Red Sox, Game 3. Red Sox
third baseman Bill Mueller interferes
with Miguel Tejada as he rounds
third base. The umpire calls obstruc-
tion. Tejada, thinking he receives an
extra base, casually strolls towanrd
home. But rule 7.06 (b) only awards
Tejada third. Any advance beyond
that base is at the runner's peril
Tejada is tagged out between third
and home, the game goes extra
innings, the Red Sox win in 11, rally
to beat the Athletics three straight
and win the series 3-2.

Marazzi was flabbergasted by the
gaffe. Doesn't anybody here know
how to play this game? The next day
he leams that Torre held a meeting
with his coaches to discuss that
base-running blunder. Marazd sud-
denly realizes he has knowledge that
baseball players and coaches need to
have.

He called Cashman and made his
pitche 1 can teach your guys the rules,
Cashman loved the idea. So did
Torre, Soon the Sox, Stros and D-
Backs hired him to do the same.

There was resistance at first.
Marazzi noted that Red Sox coaches
didn't greet him with open arms,
especially manager Terry Francona,

who was a bench coach with the
Athletics during that postseason of
2000, He wasn't pleased to relive the
Tejada moment in a classroom. He
ROl over 1L

Marazzi presented a two-day semi-
nar for coaches during spring train-
ing of 2005. How they then dissemi-
nate that information to the players
is the team's business. Each month
he sends his teams updates and rules
interpretations culled from devouring
newspapers and baseball publica-
tions, and by watching ESPN's
Baseball Tonight, where anything
unusual is bound to tum up — with-
out the proper commentary.

“You really don’t know what you
think you know,” Marazzi said
“Players dont know the rules.
Broadcasters don't know the rules at
all | can’t believe the things | hear
announcers say on TV. Why aren’
there workshops and seminars for
broadcasters and media people™

Why not indeed. Marazzi will try
and market Rule Ball to all 30 Major
League teams next season, with a
special version for broadeasters, and
maybe even college and high school
programs in the future.

The future of Rule Ball seems lim-
ithess because wherever the great
American pastime is played be
assured that nobody knows the rules

Joe Palladino is a Republican-
American staff writer. He can be ¢-
matled at jpalladine@rep-am.com.



